In the imperfect condition of surgery the introduction of Anel's method was a great improvement, but in reality the value of this improvement depends more on the bad condition of surgery at the time, than the excellence of the operation itself. In cases of aneurism from disease of the artery, the application of a ligature according to Anel's method would be attended with danger, and often inapplicable, from the diseased condition of the artery, and its benefit would be confined chiefly to aneurism arising from wounds, and principally to those in which the effusion of blood had attained a circumscribed form, and had not been loosely extravasated. The chief improvement in the operation for aneurism is certainly the application of the ligature according to the plan of Mr. Hunter, which consists in tying the artery at a distance from the aneurism. This great discovery, the value of which has been appreciated more and more ever since it was made, is grounded on the three facts, that by this operation the arteries will maintain the life of the limb, that the aneurism will not continue to increase, and that after certain changes it will be removed ; but its value is increased by its enabling the surgeon to tie the artery in a convenient position and healthy situation, as well as to avoid all the dangers of the old operation. The merit of this operation belongs in all respects to Hunter, without diminution from any quarter. 
